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27th Annual St. Patrick's Day Parade and Irish Faire
from the ICC Newletter This Year's Theme is "Arizona's Irish...Proud
Past, Present & Future" 27th Annual St. Patrick’s Day Parade & Irish
Faire Saturday, March 13, 2010. Location for the Parade 3rd Street from
Virginia south to Margaret T. Hance Park Starts at 10 am.  The Faire
starts immediately after at Hance Park West side of Central at the ICC
Admission $10.00 adults 12 & older $1.00 Kids 6-12 and under 6
FREE. 2 Stages of Irish Music and Dancers, Kids Area, Food and
Beverages, Crafters.  Free Shuttle from 2600 North Central Avenue
(West side of Central Ave & Virginia) to the Faire.  TAKE THE LIGHT
RAIL TO THE ROOSEVELT STREET STATION.  Free parking at the
garages at 2600 and 2800 North Central Avenue. The Phoenix St.

Patrick's Day Parade began in 1984. Its purpose is to preserve and enhance the heritage and
traditions of the Irish Culture as well as share that culture with the citizens of Arizona. The
Parade has marching bands, Irish step dancers, bagpipers, police and fire vehicles, government
dignitaries, floats, the 2010 Az Irish Colleen / Arizona Rose with her Court and alot more.
This year's Grand Marshall is Sister Raphael Quinn who is from County Westmeath and is the
Principal of SS. Simon & Jude School in Phoenix and the Irish Persons of the Year are Harry
and Sandy Carroll.  Harry is a past President of the Parade Committee and Sandy is the past
Chair of the Arizona Colleen and Rose of Tralee Selection as well as the current Secretary of
the Parade Committee.  For further information call (602) 280-9221 or visit www.phxirish.org

continued on page 4

A Chairde,
Here it is March already!  This is a
great month for raising awareness of
Irish culture. Make sure we get out
there and share our talents with a
public that is most focused on things
Irish at this time of year.

In February we were busy with two
concerts.  We were able to get Ed
Miller a successful dinner gig at Tim
Finnegan's, and then he did a great job
again the next day at the ICC Benefit.
On Sunday Feb 28, we have the
highly touted David Munnelly Band at
the ICC at 6:30 PM.

I really want to thank Anita for
hosting again:  this time it's the entire
Dave Munnelly Band - four guys and
a gal!
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Newsletter Editor: Beverly Fizzell beverlyfz2@cox.net

Visit our w ebsit e: www .fourpeaksirishart s.org
Membership Fees: Local Chapter Dues $30.00 Family $50.00
Send name, address & check payable to Four Peaks Irish Arts
3165 S Alma School Road #29-146 Chandler, Arizona 85248

The Four Peaks Irish Arts organization will be a recognized tax exempt
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Laura’s Kitchen Party Chris Boydston
The house hoolies and kitchen parties
in Arizona arguably began with the
help and hospitality of Brent and
Marni Allen.  Marni was especially
involved in kitchen parties because of
the customs offered by her Canadian
family who often banded together
around a table with traditional instru-
ments and assorted beverages and
foods.  The hour of the evening was
often ignored and we all tended to
sleep on the host’s couches or brave
the trip home in the wee hours of the morning.  Marni went out of her way to
make the kitchen party seisiuns a grand experience, and we are forever thankful
for it.  We hope she can provide that feeling to the residents of Vashon Island,
WA where she and her family currently reside.

FPIA secretary, Laura Strebler, is our surrogate hoolie host and former neigh-
bor of the Allen family.  She picked up all the tips and tricks for putting to-
gether some grand ceól and craic.  Our regular Sunday spot at the pub was
going to be filled with sports fans, consequently phasing out the seisiun folks
on Super Bowl Sunday.  Laura set aside some time on the Saturday prior to the
game for us to get together and play tunes at her home to make up for it.  We
were joined by family and friends.  By the end of the first hour, the house was
filled with the spirit of Traditional Irish Music.

Highlights of the evening included visiting Irish Cultural Center Academy
students (many from Laura’s class) as well as young Whitney Taylor Mead’s
amazing fiddle talents which seem to get better every single time she sits in
with us.  Her father, Darrin Moore, is a long-time member of the seisiun
community as well as a fabulous instrument maker.  The other kids enjoyed
dancing around the musicians in between marshmallow roasting.  Adults
swapped tunes, new and old, while others recorded tunes they had only heard
for the first time.

The end of the evening left us wanting more, but the hour was late and it was
beginning to rain.  Regardless, we look forward to more of the ceól and craic at
the Strebler house for many years to come.              More photos on page 8
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2009 Calendar of Events
Mar ch 5 - 7:00 pm Knotty Harper Band at ICC - More info in March news.

For more information, contact Johnny Kerr: Johnny@fourpeaksirisharts.org

Flo’s Column

t page three

From Chris B
You know why you moms are great?
You make your kids hot mashed pota-
toes. Holy crap I'm happy after mashed
potatoes. I'm all warm and garlicy
inside.

From Brian Harris:
Hey folks,
 Once the FPIA newsletter was published, I forwarded a copy to Dave
Marquardt (for those few of you who don't already know him, he's the youngest
of Char & Jim's four children). As you can see from his response below, the
article and what we're doing means a lot to him. I didn't realize Marnie was
expecting again: Guess they've been busy creating more new traditions ;) Thanks
Johnny and the rest of the FPIA board, for giving me the opportunity to say
something about De Mairt Ceol. We all appreciate it!
Cheers,Brian
p.s. Beverly, thanks also, for the great picture selections! I love that shot of Char
talking on the phone. The session picture was nice too.
(Editors note: I took those pictures. B)

From Brian Harris to Dave Marquardt:
 I was asked by our Four Peaks Irish Arts organization to do a write up about our
group, De Mairt Ceol, and how we got started playing around your Mom &
Dad's kitchen table. It got published in our February newsletter, which I'm
attaching. Thought you might like to see it. Beverly, our editor, included a
couple of nice pictures of your folks with the article.
Hope all is well with the three of you, Brian

Reply from Dave:
Wow Brian, what an article, brings a tear.......
 Thank you for writing this. My parents would be proud of all of you, that is for
sure! I am glad that De Mairt Ceol continues the tradition that you began with
my parents. You captured what this meant to my parents, and they are definitely
smiling from above. I really appreciate your guys honoring Jim and Char in this
way. With a little one and a pregnant Marnie, it makes getting out quite tough,
but we hope to bump into you guys again very soon. We will definitely see you
at the St. Patrick's Day celebration at a minimum. Dearest thanks to you and the
group!
 -Dave Marquardt-

Letters To The Editor
Your place for opinions, recognition, venting , complaints and compliments.
Send letters to beverlyfz2@cox.net  We can include photos with your letter!

Brian,
I'm so glad that you had the opportunity to publish this piece (very well written,
by the way).  I was definitely glad to see the group get some purely positive
exposure after the issue with the ICC the previous week.
 Your piece truly goes to show that keeping traditions alive is about much more
than the tradition itself; it ensures that generations to come will continue to be
blessed by the legacy of people like Char and Jim.  As you have also shared, the
loved ones of those who did so much to start and continue the traditions locally
are also blessed by the community that carries on the traditions and passions of
their family members.     Good on ye, De Mairt Ceol group! Johnny

Welcome back to Flo’s corner!  Well
Friday Harbor Irish Music Camp is just
around the corner.  The weeklong camp
takes place in Roche Harbor, Washing-
ton on San Juan Island from March 8th
to the 13th.  I am certainly looking
forward to teaching, playing and
learning some new tunes and meeting
up with some of the great musicians
that are coming to the camp this year. I
love the fact that I am also getting to
see more of the United States.  I will
make time to taste the local brew up
there and give you guys a full report
when I get back as I also expect a few
late nights to be had during the week J.
For all of the musicians that are able to
take the week off and travel up there, I
look forward to seeing you for some
tunes, drinks and of course, the bit of
craic. No doubt it will be a huge
success.  I would like to thank Randal
Bays for inviting me up there to
instruct the concertina class this year.
It is surely a fantastic opportunity for
me, and a great experience, and for that
I am very grateful.

continued on page 6
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Fundraiser for Jane Hilton
The Arizona music community was shocked early in 2010 when Jane announced that she had been diagnosed with breast
cancer.  Over the years many of us have had the pleasure of knowing Jane Hilton; whether we took fiddle classes from
her, watched her on stage or shared the stage with her, she has touched many lives with her music and her endearing
personality. Jane is one of the most genuine and talented women I have met; her integrity, her passion for music and her
compassion for people are all things that come to mind immediately when I hear her name.

The attached artwork represents a sticker that has been created as a fundraiser* to help Jane throughout this difficult time
in her life. These are available to anyone who would like to support Jane- there is a $5 minimum donation for each sticker.
These are high quality 3” round vinyl decals that are suitable for indoor or outdoor use; put one on your car window and/
or your instrument case to show your support for Jane around Phoenix. The cost to print these decals has already been
covered by a small group of Jane’s friends and 100% of your donation will go directly to Jane. We have printed 1,000 of
these decals and the goal is to raise at least $5,000 (1,000 decals at $5 each) to help Jane with medical expenses. The
added bonus is that Jane will see the stickers around town and know that she is loved and supported by her community.

About the design:
Having known Jane for the time that I have, I know that she is not the kind of
woman to be defined by cancer or any other disease. For this reason, the tradi-
tional breast cancer awareness “Pink Ribbon” is present but it takes up only a
small portion in the design. I have no doubt that Jane will overcome this disease
and, just like in this design, the cancer will one day be just a footnote in her life.
The main focus of the design is an image that we can all relate to Jane by; a
fiddle (or violin, depending on which musical circle you know her from!). The
text within the banner is a simple expression of love and support for Arizona’s
favorite fiddler.

This fundraiser is not associated with Four Peaks Irish Arts but I thank you for
allowing me to use the newsletter to help get the word out for this cause.
Please contact Johnny Kerr for details (kerr.johnny@gmail.com) on how to get
your decal.
Sincerely, Johnny Kerr

*Please note that I have proceeded with this fundraiser only after sharing the idea with Jane and receiving her permission.

Mary Moriarty gave us some choices for how to do the
seisiun at the Saint Patrick's Day Faire. We don’t know yet
where we will be playing, but the options offered were:

1.  In a tent near the front gate
2.  In the Cottage
3.  In the Hall.
4.  Two seisiuns: afternoon in the Cottage and one in the
     Hall.

The seisiun will be on as usual and watch the ICC newslet-
ter for updated information.
Everyone is more then welcome to come play at our booth
throughout the day.   Mary Connor

Playing at the Faire

The Midwest Fleadh has been rescheduled.
The new date for the Midwest Fleadh is
now June 25-27, 2010

Upcoming we have the Saint Patrick's Day Parade and
Faire.  Be prepared:  I'll be looking for volunteers to walk
our banner in the Parade, and man our booth!  (All seisiun
players, even non-FPIA members, will be welcome at our
booth, for a day-long seisiun for the craic.)   In April, we
have Kevin Burke for a house concert, and the North
American CCE Convention.  I cannot stress enough the
importance of going to the Convention at least once.

Get involved in the Fleadh competitions around the
country!  Share tunes and info to make us all stronger.

Please send Beverly a writeup of yourself, (don't be
modest ;-), as we want to feature one member a month.
Gra Mor duibh, Mary

-- Mary Hill-Connor Cathaoirleach (Chairperson)
Four Peaks Irish Arts http://www.FourPeaksIrishArts.org
Comhaltas Ceoltóirí Éireann  http://www.comhaltas.ie

Chair Letter from page 1
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Four Peaks Irish Arts Quarterly General Meeting
February 20, 2009 4:00 PM
Tom and Beverly Fizzell’s house

Members in attendance:
Beverly Fizzell, Tom Fizzell, Mark Clark, Maggie Driscoll, Chris Boydston, TomConnor, Mary Connor, Johnny Kerr,
Eric Wilson, and Laura Strebler
 Old Business:
• Nonprofit status moving along
• Fingal concert: FPIA made around $478
New Business:
Upcoming events
• Dave Munnelly coming February 28 to ICC
• Highland Games weekend February 28 and 29
• Kevin Burke and Cal Scott – April 24 at Anita Arden’s house for House Concert.  Reserved seating only.
• Knotty Harper at ICC March 5 with fiddler Michi Rieger and harpist Sarah Marie Mullen. They will be perform-

ing during First Friday.
• CCE North America conference April  8 – 11. Mary will be attending the CCE convention in Parsippany, NJ.
Chris Boydston suggested fundraisers, possibly at Fiddler’s Dream, to raise funds to send Johnny Kerr as well.

Members are encouraged to attend any meetings that encourage the City of Phoenix to keep the ICC and cultural events
from being cut.  See the ICC website for meeting schedule.

Guinness - 1 pint contains 170 calories.
One hour of playing the Fiddle, Guitar or Flute burns
176 calories. This means we can drink about one
Guinness per hour and never gain weight from it!
Photo was taken late at night by Beverly Fizzell in
Ennis, Ireland in a pub.Free beer was provided for the
musicians all night long. See how happy they are?

Work off that pint!
t-shirt

New  t-shirt
design.The
shirts can be
purchased by e-
mailing or
contacting any
branch officer.
They  are sand
(light tan)
colored with a
dark brown
imprint, avail-
able in adult sizes small- to extra large, and are being sold
for $15. They were designed by Johnny Kerr and profes-
sionally silkscreened by a local print shop.

Note: Holding meetings in private homes is a new idea we just started. Attendance was not what we would like to see, but
the weather was bad that day. It began raining soon after the meeting started. The seisiun was great though. See fun
photos on page  8.
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Kitchen Party - February 6
> To: Laura Strebler <lstrebler@yahoo.com>
>
> Bring your instruments and get ready to play at our

In my last newsletter I mentioned briefly, the newly
released CD by Comhaltas in Ireland called “Keeping The
Tradition” – Concertina Players of County Clare.  This CD
is a true musical gem to have in your collection.  It fea-
tures concertina players from all around Clare and the
playing on the CD displays the different style of
concertina playing, from the old traditional style to the
more modern.  The older concertina players are featured in
this album like Elizabeth Crotty, Solus Lillis, Kitty Hayes,
Packie Russell – brother of the late Micko Russell and the
more modern players like Tommy McCarthy, Sonny
Murray, Chris Droney and of course my dad Martin Fahy.
The great thing about this CD is that it is ‘real’ and
‘authentic’.  The tracks are not tampered with in a record-
ing studio – you can hear the people chatting in the
background, the feet tapping, the rawness of the music,
which is so rare and hard to find anymore in a CD record-
ing.  The launch of the CD was January 29th and my
mother, father and sister attended the celebrations, which
was held at the main hub venue for big Comhaltas events
in Ennis at Cois Na hAbhna.  Tim Collins – a great
concertina player/teacher himself who plays with the
Kilfenora Ceili Band and who is also Government of
Ireland Scholar was the spokesman for the night giving a
great speech.  My parents thoroughly enjoyed the night.
There was a great music session with young and old
playing together and plenty of free wine and food for all
that came to the evening.  I am truly happy and excited to
have such a memoir to add to my collection with my Dad
on there.  I will hold it close to my heart.  If you haven’t
purchased this CD already then you just got to get it.  The
CD is available for purchase from Cois Na hAbhna, Ennis
065 6824276 (reachtairecce@eircom.net) and Custy’s
Music Shop Ennis.

I would like to mention the Noel Hill Tribute Concert I
attended with my parents while I was at home in Ireland
over Christmas. On December 20th, 2009, Noel Hill, a
Clare man, world famous and a master of the concertina
held a tribute concert in Glor Theatre in Ennis, Co. Clare.
The concert was a great success despite the weather.  The
usual journey of 35 minutes from New Quay to Ennis took
us an hour and ten minutes with the severe frost it was
after making, turning the roads to sheets of glass.  Joan
Hanrahan, a great fiddle player and once my first every
ceili band teacher was the lady of the house for the night.
She is the presenter of the Traditional Irish Music
programme “Coisle An Ceoil” every Monday night on
Clare FM 96.4, weeknights from 7pm-9pm.  She did a
great job keeping people entertained and attempted to
keep our mind on the music and not on the weather

outside.  People may think we were crazy to go out in such
weather.  Ahhh but the things we do to hear great and
wonderful music but it was not only for the music it was also
to show our support for Noel Hill – a master of his instru-
ment and the music. Noel recently was a victim of a severe
attack which left him in hospital for a number of months
mending and recooperating and he is still recovering.
However, for all of us concertina players and musicians
alike, we are glad that he is still here and playing as great as
ever.  The line up included some of Noel’s close friends and
musicians, Seamus Begley from Begley and Cooney, At The
Racket, the great Matt Molloy and Tony Linnane to mention
just a few.  Noel Hill also performed with his daughter on
stage and with the wonderful Tony Linnane.  Noel Hill and
Tony Linnane on fiddle recorded a beautiful album together
30 years ago and that night they performed some tracks from
that fantastic and highly acclaimed album called
simply“Noel Hill & Tony Linnane”. They joked about how
the 30 years had flown by so quickly since they recorded it.
The music on this CD is absolutely fantastic and if you do
not own a copy then I highly recommend you get your hands
on one.  I recently just saw a copy of the album on Amazon
for $15.
Noel Hill also gave a beautiful haunting rendition of  the
slow air “The Lament for Limerick’ with Brian Mc Grath on
piano complimenting the music so brilliantly.  Noel talked
about the unfortunate incident that happened him in late
2009 and was positive in telling the audience that he is glad
the offenders were caught and that he was still alive and he
thanked us all for coming out in such bad weather.  The
evening closed with Noel and all his friends jamming out a
blast of reels for us on stage.  You couldn’t help but tap your
feet – the cold weather was soon forgotten about.  Thanks to
Noel and his friends for a wonderful evening of music and
memories. I wish Noel a speedy recovery and I am so glad
that he is playing as good as ever!!!  I have attached a clip of
the great Noel Hill and Tony Linnane playing a selection of
reels.  Both are masters of their instruments and together the
sound, emotion, intensity and passion in their music engulfs
me and I am transported into the world of what is Irish
Traditional Music and what I think it is supposed to sound
like – maybe I am just a crazy Clare woman in love with
what is the “Clare” music I have grown up to hear, learn and
love!!! J Watch this clip and enjoy all !!!! Until next time…..
Slan agus Beannacht !
 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yHHZflPb41o

How sweetly lies old Ireland

Emerald green beyond the foam,

Awakening sweet memories,

Calling the heart back home

Flo’s Column continued from page 3
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More photos from Laura’s Kitchen
Party

Anne and Brian Harris

Tom Connor and Laura Strebler Mark Clark and Rick Boyle

Whitney Taylor Mead

AZ Seisiún Musician T-Shirt $15.00

Craic Addict Instrument/Luggage Tag $5.00
Engraved on durable acrylic, 2 1/2" in diameter.
Includes beaded chain with optional Name,
Address & Phone Number sticker on the back.

Foinn Seisiún Tune Books & CD’s

FPIA Logo Vinyl Decal $1.00

Help Wanted:
Public RelationsYour skills can be put to good use for
FPIA. We need an agressive Public Relations person to
take over this job.Contact mary@fourpeaksirisharts.org

Featuring an original design by a local
artist, professionally silkscreened on a
100% cotton t-shirt. Available in adult
sizes small to 2XL.

These are a great resource for the Irish musician.
Each book and corresponding CD volume
features over 100 standard session tunes. (books
and CD’s sold separately)

This high quality 3" durable vinyl
sticker can be applied to a car window,
instrument case or anywhere else you
want to show yourFPIA colors!

Contact a board member for the following items:

Marketplace Help Person needed to accept & compose
ads (when needed), forward payments and encourage ad
renewals. No sales experience necessary.
Contact beverlyfz2@cox.net for more information.
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Meeting Seisiun
You missed an ususual seisiun following the FPIA meeting at the Fizzell’s home.  There are instruments beside traditional
Irish ones on hand. The  younger more adventuring folks not only picked up the accordions, but tried out the pipe organ
too. Here is the evidence! Johnny played his own compositions  on the accordions. Some of the musicians who came for
the meeting had to leave before the seisiun. Maybe that was a smart move on their part....

From Johnny Kerr to the Fizzell’s: I had a nice time at your home the other night, thanks again for entertaining us :)


