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Chris’s Big Day!
Greetings: We are bringing back the Allen kitchen party tradition on December 5th, 2009
to celebrate my 40th birthday.  I can’t think of any better way to celebrate than a seisiun
with my friends. Instead of cards and gifts, I’m asking for a canned food donation or cash
donation to be given to St. Mary’s Food Bank.  Please bring your donations to the party.

Place: The house of Shanan and Dennis Suding
19027 N. 74th Ave., Glendale, AZ 85308
South of the Loop 101 at 75th Ave and north of Union Hills
(480) 201-3050 (602) 882-9396
Time: Dec. 5th, 2009 Starting around 7pm and going on till the last musician passes out.

Stuff: Bring drinks (BYOB to share), food to share, and your instruments.
Some beer, soda, water, and food will be provided, but please contribute what you can!
There will be a poker game available for the non-musicians (and musicians taking
breaks) who want something to do, so bring your significant others, family, and friends. 
Small stakes, some payout for winners, and a percentage of the winnings will be given to
St. Mary’s as well.
There will be a fire going outside, and a huge yard for several small break-out seisiuns or
areas to hang out and chat.
Those making merry and feeling the effects of it are welcome to crash until they sober up.
Kids are welcome, and will be kept company by two reliable sitters, complete with
organized activities, games and marshmallow roasting.
Please extend our welcome to any of the seisiun musicians not on this list.
RSVP is appreciated, but not required.  You can RSVP to Chris at (480)201-3050, or
Shanan at (602)882-9396 or via email.

Wow! They let just about anybody
in at  the Arizona Irish Festival!

Chairperson’s Note
I would like to wish one and all a very Happy and Holy Christmas and a
Prosperous New Year. Thank you for your continued support.
We are looking forward to a great New Year! Lots of exciting events in
the pipeline.     Mary Hill-Connor, chairperson

Christmas
Party!
Anita  Arden will be
hosting the Christmas
Party/Seisiun/get together for FPIA and
Fibbers Folks on Saturday Dec.19th.  More
info on page 3
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2009 Board Members
Mary Hill -Connor
Cathaoirleach (Chairperson)
Statutory Agent
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Leaschathaoirleach
(Vice Chairperson)
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Will Thorne , Jr.
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Visit our w ebsit e: www .fourpeaksirishart s.org
Membership Fees: Local Chapter Dues $30.00 Family $50.00
Send name, address & check payable to Four Peaks Irish Arts
3165 S Alma School Road #29-146 Chandler, Arizona 85248

The Four Peaks Irish Arts organization will be a recognized tax exempt
educational and charitable organization under section 501-C-3 of the Internal
Revenue Code and a nonprofit corporation organized in the state of Arizona.

Captain Mackey’s Goatskin concert    by Johnny Kerr

I had the pleasure last Tuesday evening of seeing Captain Mackey’s Goatskin
perform live in the intimate setting of the Daugherty home. The band members,
Jimmy Crowley & Máirtín de Cógáin, describe themselves as “two generations
of Cork balladeers”; and rightly so!  I first heard of these guys when it was
announced that they were to be playing here so I did not know quite what to
expect from the performance.  I must say that I was not disappointed by going
out that evening!

When I spoke with Jimmy and Máirtín before the show I thought to myself,
“these guys are nuts… should be a fun evening!”  They were a couple of
characters, indeed.  As they began their performance I soon realized the caliber
of musicians we had in front of us.  It is rare these days to see two men so
committed to the song tradition.  Their repertoire consisted of original songs as
well as many older songs that have been kept alive by those such as them-
selves.  They mixed the modern and traditional ballads seamlessly and pre-
sented them with the conviction and passion of true bards.

Both of the men proved to be excellent singers and storytellers, each in his own
right.  The singing was accompanied by Máirtín’s bodhrán and Jimmy’s
bouzouki and guitar playing.  We enjoyed the first set in the cool night air on
the back veranda (which Jim had waxed and buffed especially for the event!).
During the break Máirtín was kind enough to let Jim, Norbert and myself take a
whack at his lovely Australian-made bodhrán; even in the dry Arizona air his
drum had the loveliest tone (he tells me it’s thanks to the constant application
of Johnson’s Baby Powder!).

After the break we gathered our chairs, tea and beer to move indoors and
Jimmy gave us a few tunes on the harmonica.  One thing I noticed about  these
men was that, even though the concert was lightly attended (I think there were
maybe a dozen of us or so), they played to us as if we were a thousand in a
concert hall.  At the same time, Máirtín and Jimmy’s performance was made
very personal as they interacted with us, took pictures off the walls of the
Daugherty home and even played with the dolls (yes, you heard that right) that
were perched on the window sill behind them.  The energy and showmanship
was top notch. continued on page 4
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2009 Calendar of Events
Friday December 4 - 7:00 First Friday Fiddler’s Concert - ICC
Saturday December 5 - 7:00 pm  Chris’s Birthday Bash.
Sunday December 12 - 1:00 pm IFA & ICC Christmas Potluck
Saturday Decemer 19 - 7:00 Christmas Party at Anita Arden’s home
Monday December 21 - Solstice Party at ICC
For more information, contact Johnny Kerr: Johnny@fourpeaksirisharts.org Flo’s Corner

Letters To The Editor
Your place for opinions, recognition, venting , complaints and compliments.

Memorial Day in Prescott
May is a long way off, but I wanted to give you
plenty of time to get your camping gear together.
We have a reservation for the Prescott Granite
Basin site for next Memorial Weekend. Mark your
2010 calendar when you get it. Please spread the
word (but no blurbs in the AZ Irish Music newslet-
ter, please). All Arizona Irish musicians, families,
and dogs are welcome.  Ruth

From Laura:
WOW!!! This (newsletter) looks
amazing!!!! Thank you SO much,
Bev, for all your hard work. I am
impressed!

From Mary:
Beverly has done a
wonderful job putting up
with all our changes,
Phew!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

From Mary: MY oh My! what a wonderful write up
on you. Well, I believe you deserve it and much more.
If only you would sell them !!! I have my eye on two in
particular, I’ll leave you to guess which ones ;-)
Comment on the fabric art displayed at the ICC.

IFA and ICC Academy Christmas Potluck
Sunday, 13 December 09, at the ICC from 1-5 p.m.. The IFA will
provide the turkey, ham, and rolls. We ask that you bring a potluck
dish to share. To simplify this, we have divided the membership
surname list as follows: A-C appetizers, D-L salads, M-O side
dishes,P-Z desserts. please make your reservation no later than
November 30.at 480-345-9517.There will be: a 50/50 raffle
and 2 drawings for Academy tuition for 1 term. In addition, there
will be open seisiuns, so bring your instrument and join in the fun.
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1st Friday Fiddlers Concert!
Your invited to drop by the Irish
Cultural Center for the Dec.4 First
Friday Fiddler’s Celtic Christmas
Concert! Hope you can stop by!
Friday, December 4, 2009
7:00pm - 8:00pm
Irish Cultural Center 1106 North
Central Avenue Phoenix Arizona
85004
Academy Fiddle Students perform s
in the beautifully holiday be-decked
Irish Cultural Center’s Great Hall.
Students range age 4 to Adult.
Free Admission.

Solstice Party at ICC

Last Years’ Christmas party and
seisiun was a popular event!

 Outside celebrations marking the
longest night of the year start as the
sun goes down, so dress to keep warm.
Monday December 21 - 4:00 pm

The customary Irish dinner will be
served starting at 4:00 p.m. Reserva-
tions for food would be appreciated by
December 19th. Please call 480-242-
3500 or 602-258-0109. $12.00 includes
dinner. $6.00 for presentations only.
For further information check
www.azirish.org.

Bring a snack/appetizer to share,
BYOB and your instruments for
the best seisiun of the year at
Anita’s home in Chandler. Ad-
dress is 1332 S Nebraska, Chan-
dler. There will be a notice sent to
everyone with more information.

Christmas Party!

Celtic Music That Touches The Heart, Mind and Soul Craicmore
presents A Celtic Yuletide Celebration Wednesday, Dec 9, 2009 7:00 pm
Sun Lakes Chapel 9240 N Sun Lakes Blvd. Sun Lakes  480-895-9147

CraicmoreCraicmoreCraicmoreCraicmoreCraicmore
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Profile: New Editor Beverly Fizzell
Johnny Kerr asked me to post  information and a photo..

Hubby Tom and I spent three weeks in Ireland in 2001
and enjoyed the seisiuns in pubs all over the country so
much that we knew we would get involved in Irish music
at home.
After I retired in 2004, I started with the button box and
then switched to the accordion. I played the accordion
when they were in fashion in the early 1950s. Tom plays
the bodhran and a 1926 banjo that he inherited from his
father. I am not saying we are good at this.
We have a theatre pipe organ in our home. Tom and I
have belonged to the American Theatre Organ Society
since 1980. Tom is their Crew Chief ( he has worked on
pipe organs all over the western United States) and I
produce their newsletter. Mary Hill-Connor asked me to
do the FPIA  newsletter, and after much thought I ac-
cepted the position.
I worked in the production department of a newspaper in
the 1970s, doing ads (with ink, no computers then),
typesetting, pasteup, and proofreading. After working in
the printing field for several years, I opened my own
commercial printshop, B&B Printery in Phoenix in 1991,
and later expanded to include a second shop in
Sunnyslope. Some of my work is in a time capsule in
Phoenix.

One of my hobbies
since I retired is
handmade fabric
art. The Irish
Cultural Center
asked me to
display my work in
their gallery for the
month of Novem-
ber 2009.*
My other hobbies
besides fine art and
music are green-
house gardening
and genealogy.
We live in the foothills adjacient to South Mountain Park in
a home we built ourselves. We have four children, twenty
grandchildren and three great grandchildren.

 Beverly Fizzell

*An  inspiring  lady, Alice, whom I only occasionally see,
told me that being able to create beautiful things is a gift
and it is my duty to share this with others. Since she said
this to me, I talk about my work and show it around. When
the ICC asked me to hang my work in their gallery, I took
advantage of the opportunity.

More on the Western Region Annual
General Meeting   From Johnny Kerr

Follow these links for some video footage of our recent trip to
the Western Region AGM in Seattle, WA. The videos hilight
our evening of set dancing on Jim Belcher’s deck to the
music of Dale Russ and Tom Creegan. Enjoy!
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2im3YIK0gNU

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9dyNTeIFgPU

Captain Mackeys from page 2
I am delighted that we had the privilege to host Máirtín
and Jimmy in Phoenix and I hope that we’ll have the
chance to do so again in the future.  There’s nothing
quite like the intimate setting of a house concert and I
hope that more of you will come out for the next one to
see what you’ve been missing.
‘til next time,  Johnny

January 9th - 6:45 pm
General Admission $15.00, chil-
dren under 12 are free. For more
information check our website:
http://silentsaturdays.vots-atos.org

Safety Last
Starring Harold Lloyd.
Original 1923 Silent Film
accompanied by live Theatre Organ
at the Historic Orpheum Theatre
203 W Adams Phoenix.

Presented by Valley of the Sun chapter of the the American Theatre Organ Society
Irish Music band Buille
Buille performed at the Irish Cultural Center on Nov
17 in the first of three concerts in Arizona. Buille,
word meaning “hit, blow, stroke; stress, emphasis,
importance”, is one of the top traditional bands in
Ireland.

The concert at the Irish Cultural Center drew almost
70 people, which is quite strong for a Tuesday night
and the response was generally pretty strong. There
is no doubt these are three extraordinary musicians. It
was a fine show.
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Farmers Market Seisiun
A dozen or so folks showed up to play on Saturday No-
vember 7th at the outdoor market. The venue has grown to
include the street on the west side which was closed for

the event.. The weather was perfect and many people
stopped by to enjoy our music. Maggie provided us with a
great assortment of burritos.

Radio Phoenix - Mark Clark
Radio Phoenix is a community public radio station
broadcasting over the internet (Radiophoenix.org) and
serves a purpose of playing music that is typically not
played on commercial stations. It covers many music
genres and one of prime interest for FPIA is the “Celtic
Spiral” show which plays live on Sunday mornings 10 am
– Noon (and re-broadcasted every Wednesdays 9-11 am).
The host is Laura Davidson-Crowley who has had a long
history in Radio and Celtic music. Laura plays all things
Celtic, from Cape Breton, Irish, Scottish & Welsh trad,
Brittany, Spain and many more Celtic lands. Laura has an
extensive record collection and takes great care and
enthusiasm when presenting her show to make the music
interesting to her audience. The Celtic Spiral show will be
profiling and where possible, interviewing musicians who
will be coming to town to give concerts. Local musicians
will also be invited for interviews and promotion of their
local concerts. Further, Laura is no stranger to the Irish
community and plays whistle, saxophone and piano. She
plays with the band Clusterfolk for the Contradances. She
looks forward to announcing local events and concerts
and having conversations with other members of the local
Irish and Celtic community.
Radio Phoenix started broadcasting October 2008 and is
fully staffed by volunteers. It’s a non profit 501c3 organi-
zation and relies on sponsors and donations to flourish.
There is a future plan for an FM license (license submit-
ted and pending) which will cover the whole of Phoenix
and surrounding cities in the valley.

The Radio Station is also focused on talk radio shows and
has many plans to get Phoenix more connected culturally
and socially. I would recommend you listen in from time to
time to programs. This is music that is played from the
soul, where the DJ plays his selection, not from an artists
record sales or popularity, but from the qualitative expres-
sion of the song or tune. Plainly said, the DJ’s are tired of
the commercially marketed music so prevalent now on the
radio, they painstakingly train in radio broadcasting
techniques and devote many hours to play their favorites to
the musical hungry audience, from their own musical
collections and for no monetary reward.
Once again, visit Radio Phoenix at RadioPhoenix.org
“where the Valley comes to Talk, Sing and Connect.”

Learn new tunes along with others!
The plan to learn new tunes is still in the works. A
few members have indicated an interest in hosting
tune learning seisiuns in their homes and we would
like to help facilitate that in any way we can. If you
would like us to list you as a seisiún host in the
newsletter, please contact us with the appropriate
information. If you would like more information on
the Foinn Seisiún materials that would be used,
please contact Johnny Kerr,
johnny@fourpeaksirisharts.org



November Meeting and Seisiun at ICC

Meeting aren’t always a boring event! Laura and Mary
finishing up their duties before the Seisiun.
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Four Peaks Irish Arts Annual General Meeting
October 23, 2009 7:00 PM
6 Upcoming events – musicians needed
6 Phoenix Farmer’s Market November 7, 8:00 to 1:00
6 Arizona Irish Festival to be October 31. 1:15, 3:15 and 5:15 seisiuns at the Festival, also musicians needed at   FPIA
booth. Ceili at 7:00 in Hall. Seisiun players welcome
6 November 13, floating musicians at ceili – 5:30 to 7:00 membership drive for Ennis Sister Cities
6 Upcoming concerts:
6 Buille sponsored by FPIA, Mary Moriarty and ICLF board member. Concert Thursday, November 12 at ICC
6 Captain Mackey – Tuesday, November 17 at Jim Daugherty’s house
6 Kevin Burke possibly coming April 24 to ICC
6 Randal Bays coming with Fingal, Friday January 15
6 Dave Minelli band Sunday Feb.28
6 Other upcoming events:
6 December  21 -  Solstice Celebration at ICC
6 December  6,  4:00 to 6:00 Sister Cities potluck at ICC
6 December  13, Academy Christmas Party
6 First Friday of November – Beverly Fizzell featured artist
6 First Friday of December – Academy Fiddlers playing
6 Newsletter to feature “member of the month,” please submit content for newsletter
6 Would like to add other aspects – dance, language, song – to the newsletter as well as activities in our group
6 New t-shirts for sale starting at festival
6 Have membership recruiting at festival
6 Fleadh Cheolis are open to many talents – Irish speaking, dance, music and are open to all Comhaltas members
6 Elections –
6 Board re-elected by acclamation
6 Set dancing to be introduced at 2nd and 3rd Friday ceilis. Musicians needed to learn set tunes. Also may be adding set
dancing to Tim Finnegan’s seisiuns.
6 George O’Brien acting as events liaison
6 PRO position to be filled by committee with George as leader
Members in attendance:
Beverly Fizzell,Tom Fizzell, Ruth Christensen, Mark Clark, Jim Daugherty, Anne Daugherty, Ann Kinahan, Jim Bidle,
Will Gaughan, Mary Moriarty, Jack Moriarty, Sean Prior, George O’Brien, Maggie Driscoll, Chris Boydston, Norbert
Baird, Tom Connor, Mary Connor, Johnny Kerr, Flo Fahy, and Laura Strebler

Any excuse for a seisiun



To place your ad, send e-mail to beverlyfz2@cox.net  (Deadline is the 10th of next month)
SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS ! THEY HELP US ACHIEVE OUR GOALS

FPIA Marketplace

Have something to sell, buy or advertise? Put your
ad or business card in the newsletter. (Some are free
to members). We can help you write your ad.
e-mail your information to: beverlyfz2@cox.net

 Ad Rates
Business Ad                    one year  $90.00 or one month $10.00
Member Business Ad      one year  $60.00 or one month   $6.00
Classified Ads                 one issue $10.00 (free to FPIA folks)
Add a photo to your ad  $5.00
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Help Wanted:
Public RelationsYour skills can be put to good use for FPIA.
We need an agressive Public Relations person to take over
this job.Contact mary@fourpeaksirisharts.org
Marketplace Help Person needed to accept & compose
ads (when needed), forward payments and encourage ad
renewals. No sales experience necessary.
Contact beverlyfz2@cox.net for more information.

Your ad could be here!
Dig out that neglected fiddle, bodhran, whistle etc., free up
your valuable space and provide other folks (maybe a future
student) the opportunity to play an instrument. You can place
an ad if you repair or build instruments or have a music
performance group. Your ad might be free if you are a mem-
ber in good standing at FPIA!  Only classified ads are free,
business ads are not.

AZ Seisiún Musician T-Shirt $15.00
Featuring an original design by a local
artist, professionally silkscreened on a
100% cotton t-shirt. Available in adult
sizes small to 2XL.

Craic Addict Instrument/Luggage Tag $5.00
Engraved on durable acrylic, 2 1/2" in diameter.
Includes beaded chain with optional Name,
Address & Phone Number sticker on the back.

Foinn Seisiún Tune Books & CD’s
These are a great resource for the Irish musician.
Each book and corresponding CD volume
features over 100 standard session tunes. (books
and CD’s sold separately)

This high quality 3" durable vinyl
sticker can be applied to a car window,
instrument case or anywhere else you
want to show yourFPIA colors!

FPIA Logo Vinyl Decal $1.00

Contact a board member for the following items:

We are unveiling a
new  t-shirt
design.The shirts
can be purchased
by e-mailing or
contacting any
branch officer.
They  are sand
(light tan) colored
with a dark brown
imprint, available in
adult sizes small- to
extra large, and are being sold for $15. They were
designed by Johnny Kerr and professionally
silkscreened by a local print shop.

New t-shirt available

New Celtic Chorale SingersAuditions
Celtica! is a brand new, 16-20 voice musically experi-
enced Chorale devoted to the Music of the Celts.
Rehearsals will be held on Tuesdays from 7:00-9:30 PM
beginning in early January.
Celtica! is in partnership with The ICC. Auditions and
Rehearsals will be held in The Cottage at the ICC at
1106 North Central Avenue in Phoenix
Celtica! will be under the Direction of Founder Coleen
Van Slyke, and Accompanist Melody Perry.
We urge interested singers to secure an audition time
right away.  For more information, please contact:
celticachorale@gmail.com
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Trading Ad Space
We are going to be able to put our concert ads in
another newsletter with a circulation of 120 plus
members, including coverage on their website. It will
be business card size. They have a silent film coming
up at the Orpheum Theatre in January. We have events
planned for next year and maybe this will generate
better attendance and new members. If you are part of
another music related organization with a newsletter,
maybe we can advance this further.
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Flo’s ColumnFlo’s ColumnFlo’s ColumnFlo’s ColumnFlo’s Column
Welcome back to Flo's corner for the
December edition of the Four Peaks
Newsletter.  As always, thanks to
Beverly for doing a fantastic job with
the newsletter and to all those who
contribute to the newsletter and make it
a joy to read.
 
Well, just as the lovely Arizona
winter arrives, I decide to head off
to my home in Ireland and visit the
lovely North Clare for Christmas,
where the weather is sure to be zero
and below.  I guess I will have to leave
the shorts, shades, sunscreen and flip
flops behind this time! No chance of
sunburn, just windburn! The excite-
ment is building as the date draws
closer (December 17th) and the
excitement is irrepressible at this
very moment.  The thought of seeing
all of my family and close friends and
being back to my familiar surroundings
again is very freeing and comforting,
never mind having a tune or two with
my father and friends. No doubt we
will have a house session or two.  As
well as that, I have a beautiful new
niece, born in July, called "Caoimhe
Diane Swan". She is the first 'girl'
grandchild in the Fahy household, so
no doubt she will be spoilt rotten on
this her first Christmas.  I spoke to my
mother last week and she said they had
the chimney already cleaned for Mr.
Claus.  I told her I had my letter
already sent just in case there was a
delay in the mail to Lapland!!   Sched-
uled on my trip is a concert called “A
Tribute To Noel Hill”.  Noel Hill is one
of the great Clare concertina players, a
master of the instrument.  He is having
a great nights entertainment in Glor
Theatre in Ennis, Co. Clare on Decem-
ber 20th and I am sure to be there!  He

promises many guests, some of which
include Seamus Begley, Matt Molloy
and At The Racket.  Boy, that will be
good and I look forward to that!!!
When I decided to go home for Christ-
mas, I thought it was a good idea to
take my little music box home to get
fixed up. As many of you know, I had a
lot of trouble with the concertina when
I first got here and it really has not
adjusted well to the extremely dry
climate here.  Being an old instrument
too, it is fussy with its environment and
playing it has become increasingly
difficult.  Its sounds like a concertina
with asthma.  Wheezing, notes sticking,
air oozing out, all of which can get
frustrating after a little while.  One day
while practicing, it came to my mind
that I should probably do something
about it, especially when I was going
home.   It was then I decided to send a
friendly e-mail to Timmy Collins, a
great concertina player with the
Kilfenora Ceili Band, whom I know
from competing in Fleadh
Ceoil competitions down through
the years, as well as him playing for the
mighty Kilfenora. He now teaches
concertina in Ennis every week
and what a great opportunity to learn a
few tunes from him as well as getting
him to take a look at my machine.  He
remembered my father and me and has
agreed to meet up with me for a few
tunes over the Christmas.  I am really
excited about that and grateful he was
willing to help. 
 Which brings me on to a story that I
would like to share about my first ever
concertina competition, which was
adjudicated by Tim Collins himself.  I
can remember it so vividly.  I started
concertina in November of 1993.  My
first teacher was a great concertina
player from Ennis, Co. Clare, Brid
Meaney.  I was with her for a year but
unfortunately she stopped teaching due
to a career move to Dublin.  However,
within that year I was with her, she
decided, after six months that I was
ready to enter my first under 12
concertina competition at the Fleadh
Cheoil.  At the under 12 competition
the tune requirement is one jig or

hornpipe and a reel.  Competitors
usually play a jig and a reel, as they are
the more difficult.  The tunes I played
for it, I will never forget.  My jig was
'The Blarney Pilgrim' and my reel
was "The Road To Ballymac". My dad
was a busy farmer and the Clare
County Fleadh takes place in June,
right in the middle of the hay saving
season.  My mother along with a good
friend of the family took me to the
Fleadh that was held in
Ennistymon, Co. Clare.  My father
actually did not come, part of me
knows he was really busy with work
and the other part tells me that maybe
he was nervous as to what the outcome
would be.  The morning of the Fleadh,
I put on my best Sunday outfit, it was
my favorite.  A denim skirt with
a stylish, flower patterned belt (pretty
cool I thought), a lovely white satin
blouse with a collar, of course, and
a denim waistcoat with red trim to
match the belt with the flower pattern
on the trim of the waistcoat pockets.  I
had knee-high white socks with little
holes in them and new black patented
shoes.  Man, I looked awesome.  If I
can get some photographs while I am
home for Christmas, I should attach
them  some time.  The concertina was
bigger than myself, as I was a frail, tiny
girl and it looked like the concertina
would break me! To continue with the
story, we arrived at Ennistymon,
bought the Fleadh program as you do,
bought our day pass for all the compe-
titions and my mother looked to see
how many were in my competition. 
There was, if I remember, at least 7 or
8 other competitors and my mother and
I being new to this experience, had no
idea how good or bad the players were
going to be.  At that moment, I remem-
ber not being bothered about having to
play.  I had no nerves; sweaty palms
were not an issue like they are now and
I remember just wanting to win a medal
so my Dad and Mum would be proud. 
I don't think I really was expecting to
win anything, as I knew myself I had
only been playing 6 months, but my
teacher Brid Meaney said it would be a
great learning experience and it was. 



6page nine

6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6

We arrived at the room where the
competition took place.  Other experi-
enced competitors had told us of a
strategy on how to take on a competi-
tion.  The rule of thumb was that if you
could, try not to play first. The theory
being they wouldn't remember you well
enough or what you played, no matter
how good it was if you played too
early.  I am not sure if I believe that,
but I can see where it might come into
play in a competition with the most
popular instruments in Ireland, like the
fiddle or tin whistle where there are 20-
30 competitors at the under 12 age
group.  Anyway, Tim Collins sat in the
chair and called the room into silence,
introduced himself and asked if he
could do a roll call to see what com-
petitors were there.  Sure enough when
he called my name it was first!!! I had
my Dad's handkerchief in my hand,
wiped the keys and my hands like Dad
had instructed me so my hand wouldn't
be slippery and fall off the keys, and I
took my place in a big chair about 4
feet from the adjudicator, Tim Collins. 
I was put sitting nearly on their laps
sometimes; it can be a nerve-racking
experience. I started my jig and played
it through without a mistake and got
my variations out perfectly, I was
happy.  Now for the reel.  Started at a
good tempo, got my variations in and
my ornamentation and finished with a
lovely phrase.  Perfect!!! I was
ecstatic. I was so proud of myself and
of what I had been able to do, but no
doubt my great and wonderful mother
was prouder.  I started to get up from
my chair after the people had ap-
plauded and that’s when Tim Collins
stopped me and asked me about my
instrument.  He said you have a
beautiful concertina; the tone is so
sweet and crisp.  Where did you get it?
It was then I told him the whole story
about my Dad buying it in London
when he was 21 years old.  With that,
he took it up and played a few bars of a
tune and told me ' You take good care
of that one'.  I was delighted he had
taken such an interest in my concertina
and I couldn't wait to get home and tell
my Dad about what had happened. 

About an hour later, all the competitors
had played and they gave everybody a
15-minute break and then the results
would be read.  Everybody shuffled
into the room after 15 minutes and Tim
Collins stood up and thanked all the
musicians for participating and contin-
ued on to tell everybody what exactly
he was looking for in the concertina
playing of an under 12 competitor.
These elements basically were, control
of the instrument, steady rhythm and
choice of tunes.  After his speech, he
continued with the result.  In 3rd place,
Florence Fahy.  When he said my
name, I almost fell off my chair.  I had
won a medal.  It wasn't enough to make
it through to the Munster competition,
as this is only for 1st and 2nd placed
competitors but I felt like a champion. 
3rd was good enough for me.  I went
up to collect my medal from Tim and
he gave me great words of encourage-
ment and once again mentioned my
Wheatstone concertina.  I shook his
hand and headed off towards home as
proud as punch.  I got treated to
Ireland's equivalent of McDonalds, the
fabulous fast food of Supermac's on the
way home, which I love by the
way. The curry cheese fries are awe-
some.  When I got home, Dad was still
out but somehow it didn't take him long
to appear in the kitchen after we
arrived.  He was delighted with my
medal. My brother Martin, who was
great at carpentry at school, made a
little plaque for me and brought it
home from school one day.  My Dad
put his 3 medals he had won in
concertina competitions on it and then
hung my first medal beside his.  It is
sitting at home on the cabinet to this
day. 
I hope you enjoyed this little story that
I so wanted to share with you all.  I
have mixed opinions about competition
however.  It is great for self-improve-
ment but can be discouraging at the
same time. On the up side of
competition, it motivates you to want to
become a better player and to learn
more, which is fantastic.  You meet so
many new people and players your own
age, which was great for me, as I had

nobody my age that played in my
hometown of New Quay.  It also
introduced me to the Irish music
community in Ennis, which is where I
had numerous opportunities to partici-
pate in events and join Ceili bands and
Grupai cheoils.  I have made many life
long friends. The discouraging part of
competition is when musicians lose, the
tears flow and you see or hear the
parents giving their son or daughter the
lecture. I have witnessed that numerous
times and I bet those kids are not
playing music now.  Another downside
to competition that I have witnessed is
when the adjudicator knows one of the
competitors or knows his famous
musician father or mother.  Favoritism
sometimes comes into play and not the
quality of the musician’s music. I
have seen the fathers and mothers
approach the adjudicators and ask them
why they did not place their son or
daughter in the competition.  This is
where I thank my parents for encourag-
ing me to always do my best.  My
father would say to me "Go up there
and play your best and that’s all you
can do and if you get placed that’s even
better".  With that I never felt under
pressure to HAVE to win.  I enjoyed
participating and competing.  How
great it was to get a few encouraging
and inspiring words from Tim Collins
when I was just a beginner.   That was
all the motivation I needed to be in the
Clare Fleadh the following year, get
awarded 2nd place in the Clare Fleadh,
2nd in the Munster Fleadh in
Tipperary and 2nd in the All-Ireland in
Clonmel.  Until next time folks, I hope
you all have a
wonderful Thanksgiving. 
I know I am thankful for meeting such
great people out here in Arizona, I am
thankful for my loving family and
friends and I am thankful for the
wonderful gift God gave me - to make
beautiful music. 
 The Irish...
Be they kings, or poets, or farmers,
They're a people of great worth,
They keep company with the angels,
And bring a bit of heaven here to earth
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Celtic Colours International Festival by Joseph Cooper

We went on a trip to run a
½ marathon in Portland,
Maine.   To our surprise, we
learned the Celtic Color
International Festival in
Cape Breton, Nova Scotia
would be held the following
week, October 9th through
the 17th..   With it being
only 700 miles away from

Portland, it was too close not to go. Just thinking about it was
enough to get me through the run.  When we reached mile seven,
I started hearing the soft voice of Mairead Ni Mhaonnaigh of
Altan calling me to finish the race.   It was at that point that I
turned my I-pod up and said to myself “that’ll do!”

Driving up the coast of Maine, through New Brunswick, and into
Nova Scotia, was like being in a painting of autumn colors.  At
one point Deb, my wife, and I pulled over to admire the reflec-
tion of trees, clouds and a white barn reflecting off a small lake.
That moment alone was worth the trip.  The colors were so vivid
you could not distinguish the water from the trees.

We crossed the Canso Causeway arriving on the Island of Cape
Breton on Wednesday, October 7th, two days before the start of
the festival.  Our first stop was the visitor’s center in Port
Hawkesbury, where they were nice enough to call Gil, the host,
of Capeway Country B&B to let him know we arrived.  The
B&B was right on the ocean.  The air was crisp and clean with a
strong gust, but not too cold, perhaps 50 degrees.

 After unpacking we were off to our first Kitchen Ceilidh on the
Ceilidh Coastal Trail, home of famous fiddle players Natalie
MacMaster and Ashley MacIsaac.  Both are dancing fiddlers and
foot stompers; a must see in concert and you-tube. We arrived at
the Celtic Music Interpretive Center near Judique.  Performing
were Troy MacGiffivray, and Andrea Beaton.  The instrument of
choice is the fiddle with piano accompaniment.  The piano
provides the rhythm by vamping chords on the right hand while
octave bass runs are performed on the left hand.  After dinner the
ceilidh soon got on its way.  The stage had an old wood burning
stove to symbolize the kitchen.  Troy, who recently received his
music degree, started out with a slow aire. Next he played some
hornpipes.  I was amazed by his foot stomping method, hitting
his heel on the down beat and then his toe on the upbeat.  Foot
stomping is not only used to drive the rhythm; but to purge sin
from the body so ones soul can be carried off to heaven while
playing.  I first observed this in Ennis Ireland, and now it was
Troy’s turn to play out and take me to the promise land.  The
next thing I noticed was how the set changed from aires to
marches or strathspeys to reels;  starting out slow and speeding
up to an exciting finale.  After Andrea played, Troy was back to
get the dancers going.  Since the towns are very small I perceived
most of the guests to be locals and that going to kitchen ceilidhs
was part of community life.  What could be better than to
socialize and dance with your friends?

After the ceilidh we went back to Port Hawkesbury to find more
traditional music at a local pub; but there wasn’t one to be
found.   The next day I came to realize that their music wasn’t a
pub thing: but a way of life, shared through family and friends.
To Nova Scotians music is a cerebral endeavor of the right
brain. It’s great to read music, but more important to play by
ear.  Playing music isn’t enough, it’s also necessary to compose,
arrange and perfect your instrumentation.   Perhaps sharing this
knowledge is best done at kitchen ceilidh, the church, and
community halls.   Then, during the tourist season, two musi-
cians can pair up to make a living by entertaining the tourists at
restaurants and ceilidh.

As we drove up route 19, known as the ceilidth trail, our first
stop was at Mabou.  There we finally recognized a local pub.  It
was a wood structure which looked more like a restaurant and
was called the Red Shoe Pub.  It served as both as a restaurant
and pub, and was owned by the Rankin Sisters. The walls were
covered with pictures of local celebrities like John Morris
Rankin, Dan MacDonald, and Donald Beaton, to name a few.  It
even showed Buddy MacMasters as a Mabou railroad
stationmaster.    We had tea and scones and then continued
north.  I was told that the west side of the Island is where Nova
Scotia was founded after a Scottish ship attempting to land in
Newfoundland was blown off course.   Continuing up route 19
through Inverness and then over to Margaree,  we merged with
Route 219, which is known as the Cabot Trail and takes you on
a 185 mile drive through Cape Breton Highlands National Park.
On the way up we stopped by Glenora Distillery and Inn; where
you don’t have a worry about drinking too much Scotch because
you can always find a bed.

Before entering the park we drove through the Acadian fishing
village of Cheticamp.  It makes up the largest French speaking
population on the Island and has about 4000 residents.  It was
first settled around 1604 by the Acadians. Sir William
Alexander received a charter to develop New Scotland in 1621.
In 1710 the treaty of Utrecht allowed both the French and
Scottish to develop the land together.  Then in the 1750’s the
British started deporting the French to Canada; however some
decided to move to Louisiana.   Finally, in 1763 they were
allowed to return home.   As a result, their faster style of
fiddling can be heard in both Cheticamp and in Louisiana.
Later on in Louisiana the Germans introduced the diatonic
accordion to the French and developed what is now known as
Cajun music and Zydeco music.  It’s a danceable music, made
up of quadrilles, reels, mazurkas and polkas, where waltzes,
blues , and two-step predominate.   Their songs involve a turn-
around measure at the end of eight measures, and the vocals
usually come in the second time around.  A good book for
understanding traditional Cajun music studies is “ Ye’ Yaille,
Che’re’!.”

Leaving Cheticamp, we immediately entered Cape Breton
Highlands National Park and started up the mountain.   Once at
the top of the mountain we were told that we could see moose
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grazing by walking down Skyline Trail.  Before we started down
the trail we noticed a warning.  It stated “ October is a breeding
month and that the moose may become aggressive.  The way to
tell this is when they put the ears down and shrug their shoul-
ders.”  I told Deb “Ok, then what?”  I have no problem with it,
since I can run faster than you”.  She picked up a broken branch
and said “I know the Harting/Kerrigan knee technique and will
use if necessary.”  It was raining and we really didn’t want to see
a moose anyway.

The next day the rain had stopped and the sun now magnified
the colors of the changing leaves.  With views of the tree
covered mountain tops, we became more appreciative of the
name “Celtic Colors.”  That morning we hiked three trails to
spectacular waterfalls and streams, i.e., Beulach Ban Waterfall.
Back in our car and descending down the mountain, we noticed
the sun’s rays breaking through the clouds, and illuminating the
ocean waters with islands of radiant reflections.  The tree
covered coastline created a precipice of autumn colors diving
into the ocean below.  Arriving on the other side of the plateau,
we were out of the park and on our way to the official start of
the Celtic Color International Festival on a Friday afternoon.

This year the Festival’s theme was IRELAND.  In the past
musicians have come from all over the world including Scot-
land, Ireland, Wales, England, Brittany, Spain, Denmark,
Germany, Cuba, United States and Canada.  The festival
involves communities around the whole island who host
concerts and workshops.  Although the island appears large on
the map it really isn’t.  Traveling between towns is only a 30 to
45 minutes jot away.  The real fun gets going after midnight at
the Gaelic College in St. Ann's.  There you’ll find an all night
sessions of professional musicians from the concerts given that
past evening who are approachable and looking forward to
dancing and have fun, all night long.

List of Artist Who Performed in 2009:
Abby Newton, Allan Dewar, Allie Mombourquette, Andrea
Beaton, Andrew White, Anita MacDonald, Ashley MacIsaac,
Barra MacNeils, Betty Lou Beaton, Boisdale Trio, Boyd
MacNeil, Brenda Stubbert, Brendan Power, Brian Doyle, Brian
Ó hEadhra, Buddy MacDonald, Cape Breton Chorale, Cape
Breton Fiddlers' Association, Carl MacKenzie, Catriona McKay,
Chris Stout & Catriona McKay, Chrissy Crowley, Christian
Murray, Clifford (Ciffie) Carter, Colin Grant, Colin Grant Band,
Cyril MacPhee, Darrell Keigan, Dave MacIsaac, Dawn &
Margie Beaton, Derrick & Melody Cameron, Donnie Campbell,
Doug MacPhee, Doug Lamey, Dougie MacDonald, Duncan
Gillis, Dwayne Cote, Eamonn Mac Donncha, Evans & Doherty,
Féis Mhàbu, Youth Performers, Fidil, Fiona Black, Gay
McKeon, Gillian Bouche,r Glenn Graham, Goiridh
Dòmhnallach, Haley MacPhee,Harvey Beaton, Hilda Chiasson-
Cormier,
Howie MacDonald, J.P. Cormier, Jamie Gatti, Jamie MacInnis,
Jason Roach, Jennifer Roland Band, Jim Payne, Jim Payne &
Fergus O'Byrne, Jim St. Clair, Jimmy McBride, Joanne
MacIntyre Joel Chiasson John Ferguson John MacLean Karen
& Joey Beaton Keenan Barrett, Kenneth & Calum MacKenzie,

Kim Robertson, Kimberley Fraser, Kinnon Beaton, La Swing du
Suête, Laoise Kelly, Laurel Browne, Le Vent du Nord, Leanne
Aucoin, Lewis MacKinnon, Liam Ó Maonlaí, Lyndsey
Fitzgerald, Mac Morin, Maighread & Tríona Ní Dhomhnaill,
Máire O'Keeffe, Maireád Ní Mhaonaigh, Mairi Campbell, Mairi
Rankin, Manus Lunny, Marc Boudreau, Mario Colosimo,
Marion Dewar, Martin MacDonald, Martin McGinley, Mary
Jane Lamond, Maybelle Chisholm McQueen, Michael Hall,
Michéal Cherry, Mícheál Ó Súilleabháin, Milling Singers,
Natasha MacLellan, Otis Tomas, Patricia Chafe, Patrick Gillis,
Paul Cranford, Paul K. MacNeil, Paul MacDonald, Paula Jane
Francis, Peter Gillis, Prof. Mícheál Ó Súilleabháin, Qristina &
Quinn Bachand, Rab Cherry, Rachel Davis, Robbie Fraser,
Rocky Shore, Roger Stone, Ryan J. MacNeil, Ryan MacDonald,
Ryan P. MacNeil, Sabra MacGillivray, Sandy MacDonald,
Sandy MacIntyre, Sarah McFadyen, Scott Macmillan, Seán
McKeon, Seosamh Ó Neachtain, Shawn MacDonald, Shelly
Campbell, Sierra Noble, Sky's the Limit Youth Project, Steeped
in Tradition, Susan MacLean, Symphony Nova Scotia, The
Begleys, The Men of the Deeps, Tom Fun Orchestra, Tracey
Dares,, Troy MacGillivray, Troy MacGillivray & Shane Cook,
United Steel Workers of Montreal, Wally MacAulay, Warner
Sisters, Wendy MacIsaac, Winnie Chafe

Our first session was Friday afternoon at Bras d’Or Yacht Club
in Baddeck.  The pub was upstairs in the loft.  Michael
Covanagh, a young man,   was the host musician and played
both fiddle and guitar.  After he performed a guitar set, including
songs like Caledonia, Wild Mountain Thyme, and Home of
Donegal by Paul Brady, it was time to fiddle.  I tuned up my
bodhran, and Michael got busy stomping his feet.  It was a
typical set of Nova Scotian tunes going from an aire, to a
strathspey to a reel.  As we played out I looked out over the
waters of Bras d’Or and said to myself:  “that’ll do!”

Down below in the restaurant Michele Stephens, a local Artist,
had her début for her jazz album called “Buckets of Honey.”
Later that evening we ate at her parents’ restaurant the Yellow
Cello.

Saturday was a late start but we were on our way traveling south
around the lake to see the concert that evening in Sydney.
Taking a short ferry ride over to Ionna, we visited The Highland
Village, a living history museum about Gaelic life on a 43 acre
hillside overlooking Bras d’Or Lake.  There, I bought the book
“Talking Cape Breton Music;” about conversation with people
who love and make the music, by Ronald Caplan.   The High-
land Village web site can be found at: http://museum.gov.ns.

Before we knew it, we found ourselves in Sydney standing
beside the world largest violin at the Joan Harriss Cruise
Pavilion.   We picked up our tickets at will call and headed down
the street to a Saturday afternoon session at the Governor’s pub.
The session was hosted by Patricia Chafe on keyboards, and her
mother Winnie on the fiddle.   Winnie was pleasant to strike up a
conversion with Deb and I, and invited me to play with her and
Pat.  Winnie has preformed with Buddy MacMaster, John
Morris Rankin and many others.  Winnie evened christened a
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ship once, smashing a champagne bottle and commissioning the
vessel worthy to serve in the Canadian Navy.  You can catch her
on the youtube.com playing Tea Garden’s Jig Medley.   Winnie
and Patricia’s festival performance took place at “The Hills Are
Alive” concert in Ingonish.  Playing with her was Jim Payne &
Fergus O’byrne, Martin McGlinley & Micheal Cherry, and
Jimmy McBride.   After the session Pat Chafe shared how she is
a writer and arranger, and has just released her book of original
music called “Bits & Pieces”.  It’s a collection of marches,
strathspeys, reels, jigs, waltzes, and airs.  Also included, is a
section by Doug and Margaret MacPhee.  I highly recommend
it, and it’s available by writing to
Augustmusicworks@gmail.com.  It would be great to have both
Winnie & Pat play a ceilihd at the Phoenix Irish Culture Center;
creating a special memory of Nova Scotian set dancing.

A Taste of the Festival @ Joan Harriss Cruise Pavilion in
Sydney Le Vent du Nord, Prof. Mícheál Ó Súilleabháin, Paul
Cranford & Doug MacPhee, Maireád Ní Mhaonaigh & Manus
Lunny,  Maighread & Tríona Ní Dhomhnaill, Máire O'Keeffe &
Paul MacDonald, Liam Ó Maonlaí, Chris Stout & Catriona
McKay, Laoise Kelly

Taking one more look at the world ‘s largest violin, now lit up
by the evening spot lights, we proceeded into the Joan Harriss
Cruise Pavilion for “A Taste Of the Festival” concert.  At the
start of the show the governor was escorted with a bagpipe
procession to her seat. The Honourable Mayann E. Francis,
O.N.S., DHumL,  is an African Nova Scotian,  and the second
women to be Lieutenant Governor of Nova Scotia.  After she
was seated, the lights were dimmed and Liam Ó Maonlaí,
started to play an African ekongo , thumb keyboard, while
singing in Gaelic. The audience tried to sing the chorus, as
requested by Liam, but had a hard time with the Gaelic pronun-
ciations.  Every musician was great, especially Maireád Ní
Mhaonaigh of the band Altan, who was born In Donegal,
Ireland.  The memories of hearing her in concert, singing  in
Gaelic and playing her fiddle, will certainly help me the next
time I run a race.  Later I was amazed to hear the modal
melodies of Chris Stout on fiddle & Catriona McKay on the
harp.  They played a Celtic-classical- jazz style of melodic runs.
Le Vent du Nord, was lead by a double foot stomping fiddle
player.  As he played the fiddle he would drum with his feet, on
a miked rhythm board.  Their keyboard player also played bass
guitar, and diatonic accordion.  They had a guitarist, and a
singer who played the hurdy-gurdy.  Their sound covered the
entire harmonic range by playing the high notes on the hurdy-
guitar and playing the low notes with a violin bow over a
hollow- body bass guitar.  Adding to the performance was their
superb harmonies.  At the end of the concert, Liam walked back
out on a darkened stage, and started singing in Gaelic again.
Following him was the rest of the entire cast for the grand finale.

We were then off to the Gaelic College, in St. Ann’s, for the
midnight session.  It took about 50 minutes to get there from
Sydney.  The cost was half off, or $10.00, with any concert
tickets stubs from that evening.  When we walked in Qristina &
Quinn Bachand were playing fiddle and guitar.  They were

voted Cananda’s Folk Award for Young Players of the Year.
Qristina is another foot stomping virtuoso, and Quinn, only 13
years old, is totally amazing playing “dadgad” guitar.  A little
later on Pierre Schryer started playing fiddle with Quinn.  At one
point in the performance he got behind and started pointing his
index fingers down on Quinn drawing cheers from the audience.
This kid is amazing!   At 2:00 AM, Le Vent du Nord started
playing.  Everybody rushed the stage and started dancing.  I
enjoyed seeing, Catriona McKay, the harpist from Scotland,
skipping and dancing like a child.  After 3:00 AM is was time to
take a short drive back to Baddeck and go to bed.

Late Sunday morning, we went into town for some tea and
scones, and then, to a craft fair across the street from a car
covered by a custom quilt.  Apparently, the locals are known for
quilting anything that moves.  Before we knew it, it was time to
go back to:

The Cape Breton Fiddlers Concert--back at the  Gaelic College
in St. Ann’s Cape Breton Fiddlers Society, Martin McBinley &
Micheal Cherry, Fidil, and Qristina & Quinn Bachand

At one point there must have been over 25, very experienced
fiddlers, all playing tunes together.  After the performance
everybody was invited to have a Thanksgiving meal in the
school’s cafeteria.  Canada always celebrates Thanksgiving on
the 2nd Monday of October.   We skipped the cafeteria meal for
a planned dinner at the Telegraph hotel & Restaurant.

Soon, we were back at the Bras d’Or Yacht Club with host
Michael Covanagh.  After a few sets I asked Michael, “How do
you manage to stay up each night till 3:00 AM, listening to
performances at the Gaelic College?”  He smiled and said, I was
there till 6:00 am.  His eye retreated to the half moon position.
Later, a couple of gentlemen from Ireland came up and played
two sets.  Afterward they gave me a complement on my playing.
I said, “That will do!”

That evening we had a lobster dinner at the Telegraph Hotel
which Alexander Graham Bell frequented.  It had a 19th century
décor and live music. Both the food and music were exceptional.
Our commitments wouldn’t allow us to stay the remaining week,
but experiencing just 3 days of the festival was an experience of
a lifetime. As we left early the following morning, I said,  “that’ll
do; and I’ll be back for more “Celtic Colors.”

Joseph  Cooper  Joseph@shannonoriley.com   http://www.celtic-
colours.com/  http://museum.gov.ns
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