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Chandler part of 9th annual September Concert with global venues 

The skies will come alive with music in Chandler at 8 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 11 as the community takes part in the free annual September Concert, organized by the Chandler Irish Cultural Council (CICC), along with more than 200 other concerts around the world. 
It’s the ninth annual global days of music for peace, when professional and amateur musicians will perform classical music, jazz, rock & roll. This is Chandler’s first September Concert, and it is free to the public.  Entertainers will include the Vocal Jazz Ensemble from Chandler-Gilbert Community College, The Strand, a traditional Irish band, Folklorico dancers, Irish step dancers from the Bracken School of Irish Dance, Native American dancers, a local progressive rock band, a story teller, and others. 
The evening starts at 5:30 p.m. with registration and a silent auction at the Crowne Plaza San Marcos Golf Resort in downtown Chandler.  A benefit dinner for CICC begins at 6 p.m. in the San Marcos Ballroom, and reservations are required. The public concert, which is free to the community, starts at 8 p.m. in the San Marcos Ballroom, beginning with a local Honor Guard. 
“We are excited to host Chandler’s first annual September Concert,” says Ellen Harrington, President of the non-profit CICC.  “We represent the newly-partnered Sister Cities for Chandler and Tullamore, Ireland.  Our mission is to cultivate and maintain a strong reciprocal relationship between the cities of Chandler and Tullamore, to encourage cultural understanding, community involvement, and economic development.”

Internationally the September Concert will feature all kinds of music in all kinds of venues – from parks and squares, schools, libraries, churches, office building lobbies and plazas to cafés, stores, and senior centers Sept. 10 to 12. What began as one person’s dream to fill the skies of New York with music on Sept. 11, 2002 has since grown into an event of global proportions. In 2009, close to 200 concerts were organized globally with the help of 10,000 volunteers and 15,000 performers worldwide.

“The September Concert offers an opportunity for people to come together once a year and be united in hopes for peace and celebrate our universal humanity,” adds Haruko Smith, founder and chairperson of The September Concert Foundation.  “Music has a unique power to do that.”

This year’s concert premieres its newly adopted official song “Give Us Hope,” written by New York-based composer Jim Papoulis.  Each venue will hold a sing-along of the anthem for performers and audience alike, as a “gift of promise from children to the future.” 

All concerts adhere to three basic principles:  all venues and musicians are free to design and organize their own concerts; all music and musicians are treated equally, regardless of genre or background; and all music is offered free of charge.

Among this year’s concerts are the simultaneous concerts organized by British Memorial Garden Trust in New York and in London, featuring The Regimental Band of the Coldstream Guards and The Band and Bugles of the Rifles; 15 concerts in the city of Rome; in Japan, 68 concerts will take place over three days; more concerts will be held in countries such as Ghana, United Arab Emirates, Haiti and Spain. 

In Chandler, advance dinner tickets are $35 for adult members of the CICC; $40 for non-member adults; $25 for children ages 12 and younger; and a limited number of benefit dinner tickets will be available at the door between 5:30 and 6:15pm for $50.  Checks for benefit dinner tickets may be made payable to “Damhsa Irish” and mailed to P.O. Box 186, Chandler, AZ 85244-0186 b the pre-registration deadline of Friday, September 3rd.

The Chandler Irish Cultural Council (CICC) was created to join Chandler, Arizona and Tullamore, Ireland as Sister Cities through Sister Cities International.  Our mission is to cultivate and maintain a strong reciprocal relationship between Chandler and Tullamore to encourage cultural understanding, community involvement, and economic development.  The Chandler Irish Cultural Council is part of Damhsa Irish Dance Company, a 501 (c) 3 non-profit organization.

For more information about the Chandler Irish Cultural Council, and to make reservations for the benefit dinner, visit www.chandleririshculturalcouncil.org.  For more information on the international event, visit www.septemberconcert.org.

